The cost of the Gulf of Mexico oil spill
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North Korea talks
North Korea has agreed to suspend nuclear testing, uranium enrichment and development of long-range ballistic missiles in exchange for food aid from the United States. The agreement, announced on 29 February, also allows inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency to enter the country's Yongbyon nuclear complex for the first time in more than three years. The diplomatic breakthrough is the first major international political deal made by North Korea's new leader, Kim Jong-un. See go.nature.com/3epxya for more. annual meeting of China's top legislature, the National People's Congress. That rise was slightly smaller than the overall budget increase (14.1%), but the country's main basic-science funding agency, the National Natural Science Foundation, saw a 26% boost to 32.5 billion renminbi, and the budget earmarked for agricultural science and technology jumped by 53%, to 10.1 billion renminbi. 
China budget boost
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TREND WATCH
The developing world has met the United Nations' first Millennium Development Goal, to halve extreme poverty from 1990 levels by 2015, the World Bank said on 29 February on the basis of preliminary 2010 data. By 2008, some 1.3 billion people (22% of the developing world's population) were living on less than $1.25 per day, down from nearly 2 billion (43%) in 1990, said the organization, in Washington DC. The trend has continued to 2010, although much of the fall is due to China's growing wealth.
THE DECLINE OF EXTREME POVERTY
The proportion of people living in extreme poverty (less than $1.25 per day) in developing countries has fallen since 1990. 
PEOPLE
Bioethics conflict
A bioethicist who remained editor-in-chief of a highimpact bioethics journal while working for a controversial stem-cell firm resigned his industry position on 28 February, after criticism from his peers about conflicts of interest. 
Ghostwriting row
Two psychiatrists accused last July of putting their names to a 2001 paper that they did not write have been cleared by their institution, the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. The paper was about the antidepressant Paxil (paroxetine), made by the drug giant GlaxoSmithKline. The university says that there is no merit to the misconduct allegations and adds that although the authors had failed to acknowledge the assistance of a medical writing company, current rules that forbid this practice were not in place then. The US Office of Research Integrity, which oversees US Public Health Service agencies and grant recipients, says that it is still considering the matter. See go.nature.com/j2gglf for more.
FUNDING
US research ships
The US Navy says that it has finalized contracts for two new ocean-class research vessels. 
Safer water supplies
More than 2 billion people gained access to improved sources of drinking water (such as piped water or protected wells) between 1990 and 2010, says a report released by the World Health Organization and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) on 6 March. The report says that half of a Millennium Development Goal has been reached (the full goal is to halve from 1990 levels the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation). But attention. An appeals-court ruling paved the way for final publication on 5 March. In June, international regulatory agencies will meet to reassess the carcinogenic effects of diesel exhaust. See go.nature. com/hickkz for more. many 'improved' water sources might not actually be safe or sustainable, the report acknowledged.
